us
clan are alleged to be one of the principal reasons for the
turning away of the small land-holder and the peasant from Government towards disaffected elements. For, so long as he retains the confidence of Government and the power to do harm, the common man, it is felt, can never have any redress for Ms grievances. Being hereditary, moreover, he is always in the village, and any grudge that he may have against a villager is always paid oft', even after several generations. All these circumstances have led almost all the witnesses who have appeared before us to recommend the abolition of the hereditary system for the village accountant and the substitution, in his place, of' a properly trained, fully qualified stipendiary patwari, whose sole interest will be the performance of his duties as patwari and who will not, ordinarily speaking, be mixed up in village feuds or in the temptation that follows from the possession of wealth, property and influence. When inefficiency is added to all the other considerations, the ease for the removal of the hereditary principle in this grade of the public service becomes unanswerable. Even apart from the fact of the incompatibility of the hereditary principle with the spirit of the times, we agree that this reform is of the highest importance and that, as soon as possible, Watandari patwaris should give way to stipendiary officials.
One of the principal objections to this change put forward by the very few people, who seemed inclined to continue the present arrangement after considerable reform, was finance. In their view, the change-over would be extremely costly. We do not think this view is correct. There are roughly 26,000 villages in the State, and not more than 6,000 full-time stipendiary officers would be necessary. An officer should be able to hold charge of a group of 3 to 6 villages, depending on cultivable area, etc. A salary scale of 40-1-50 should suffice, and, for 6,000 patwaris, this would mean an expenditure of about 36 lakhs. The amount sanctioned for remuneration to patwaris in this year's budget is Rs. 14,12,000* Mali patels do aot render any special service at present, and, in other States there are no such officials. The bulk of opinion is to the effect that* if stipendiary patwaris were appointed, the posts of mali patels could easily be abolished. The amount budgeted for them is Rs. 6,24,000 making a total of Jits. 20,86,000 for both these classes of officials* The additional cost, therefore, of the change-over would